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Presentation Objective:

1. To place the shifting age distribution into 
historical context.

2. To illustrate current and future changes 
in elderly population within the region
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Key Contextual Themes 

1. Differing Patterns of Population Change

2. Rapidly shifting age distribution

3. Consequences of changing patterns
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Percentage Change in Total Population
U.S. Counties: 1990 to 2000

Loss: -42.3% to 0.0%
Gain: 0.1% to 19.4%
Gain: 19.41% to 45.1%
Gain: 45.11% to 191.0%

Source: U.S. Census Bureau, 200 0 Census
Prepared by: North Dakota State  Data Center, April 2001



Prepared by the North Dakota State Data Center 
January 2007

6

Nonmetro Farming-Dependent Counties, 
1989

Other nonmetro counties
Farming counties
Metro  counties

Counties with 20 percent or more of income (labor or proprietor) from farming

Bureau of Economic Analysis



Prepared by the North Dakota State Data Center 
January 2007

7

Net Domestic Migration Rates Per 
100 Persons in the United States by 
County: 1990 to 1999
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Figure 2. Age-Specific Net Migration: Farm
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Figure 4. Age-Specific Net Migration: Metro



Prepared by the North Dakota State Data Center 
January 2007

10

North Dakota State University, IACC Building, Room 424, Fargo, ND 58105  - Phone:  (701) 231-8621  - Fax: (701) 231-9730  - URL: http://www.ndsu.edu/sdc

2005 Projections – Rural and Urban Population Distributions
by Age and Gender for North Dakota
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Decrease: -10% or more
Decrease: 0% to -9.9%
Increase: 0% to 19.9%
Increase: 20%  to 59.9%
Increase: 60% or more

Projected Percent Change in Total Population in the Great Plains States by County: 2000 to 2020
Note: For purposes of this study, the Great Plains is defined as all counties in Colorado, Iowa, Kansas, Minnesota, Montana, Nebraska, 
North Dakota, South Dakota, and Wyoming.
Source: U.S. Census Bureau, Decennial Censuses; Individual state agencies providing population projections
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Key Contextual Themes 

1. Differing Patterns of Population Change

2. Rapidly shifting age distribution

3. Consequences of changing patterns
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A Maturing Age Distribution, 2000
(National data)

14 12 10 8 6 4 2 0 14121086420
Population (in millions)

Source:  U.S. Census Bureau, International Data Base.
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A Maturing Age Distribution, 2020

Male Female

14 12 10 8 6 4 2 0 14121086420
Population (in millions)

Source:  U.S. Census Bureau, International Data Base.
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Baby Boomers enter system

1.825 million/yr or 5,000 a day (on average)

Baby Boomers 
enter age 85

Source: Older Americans 2004
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1.8% - 8.62%
8.63% - 12.78%
12.79% - 16.2%
16.3% - 20.68%
20.69% - 34.72%

The Elderly – 65 plus

Source: U.S. Census Bureau.

Persons Age 65 and Older as a Percentage of Total Persons by State: 2000
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The Elderly – 85 plus

0 %- 1.14%
1.15% - 1.81%
1.82% - 2.52%
2.53% - 3.52%
3.53% - 6.64%

Source: U.S. Census Bureau.

Persons Age 85 and Older as a Percentage of Total Persons by State: 2000
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U.S. Population Trends
Individuals 85 or Older
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Number of Projected Centenarians

Source:  U.S. Census Bureau, P25–1130 and http://www.census.gov/ipc/www/usinterimproj/
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30 years

Source: Older Americans 2004
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Note: For purposes of this study, the Great Plains is defined as all counties in Colorado, Iowa, Kansas, Minnesota, Montana, Nebraska, 
North Dakota, South Dakota, and Wyoming.
Source: U.S. Census Bureau, Decennial Censuses; Individual state agencies providing population projections

Projected Percent Change in Persons Ages 35 to 54 in the Great Plains States by County: 2000 to 2020

Decrease: -30% or more
Decrease: -10% to -29.9%
Decrease: 0% to -9.9
Increase: 0% to 59.9%
Increase: 60% or more
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Decrease
Increase: 0% to 9.9%
Increase: 10% to 19.9%
Increase: 20%  to 59.9%
Increase: 60% or more

Projected Percent Change in Persons Ages 55 to 64 in the Great Plains States by County: 2000 to 2020
Note: For purposes of this study, the Great Plains is defined as all counties in Colorado, Iowa, Kansas, Minnesota, Montana, Nebraska, 
North Dakota, South Dakota, and Wyoming.
Source: U.S. Census Bureau, Decennial Censuses; Individual state agencies providing population projections
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Note: For purposes of this study, the Great Plains is defined as all counties in Colorado, Iowa, Kansas, Minnesota, Montana, Nebraska, 
North Dakota, South Dakota, and Wyoming.
Source: U.S. Census Bureau, Decennial Censuses; Individual state agencies providing population projections

Projected Percent Change in Persons 65 and Older in the Great Plains States by County: 2000 to 2020

Decrease
Increase: 0% to 9.9%
Increase: 10% to 19.9%
Increase: 20%  to 59.9%
Increase: 60% or more
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Key Contextual Themes 

1. Differing Patterns of Population Change

2. Rapidly shifting age distribution

3. Consequences of changing patterns
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Peaked in 1990
Peaked in 2000

Relatively stable until 2005

Population Distribution by Age of Earner in North 
Dakota: 1980-2020
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Percent Change in Population for the 9-State 
Great Plains Area by Age
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Households by Type
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Household Types
North Dakota Households by Type: 2000
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Year 2010 
Baby boomers 
begin to enter 

Source: Older Americans 2004
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Householders Ages 65 and Older Living Alone as a Percent All Householders Ages 
65 and Older in North Dakota by County: 2000
Source: U.S. Census Bureau, Census 2000
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Agreement with statement, “I would like to stay in 
in my current residence as long as possible”

Source: Fixing to Stay, 2000

Respondents age 45 and over ( n=2,000)
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Preference if needed caring from themselves

Source: Fixing to Stay, 2000

Respondents age 45 and over (n=2,000)
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30-Mile Radius of Cities with 1,500 Persons or More 
in the 9-State Great Plains Area
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Technological Advances 

1. Communications
2. Smart Homes
3. Monitoring
4. Telemedicine
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Telemedicine Advances

Constant monitoring devices

Interactive mobile medical referral
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Source: Havens and Schervish, 2006: Wealth Transfer in North Dakota
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Demographic Presentation 2007
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