


(All the photos linked from this document are copyrighted by Munesuke Yamamoto, and cannot be used or copied without permission.  Global Action on Aging has permission to use them on our website.)

You can see the photos by clicking the names. Also, if you click an arrow under a picture after you open a webpage, you can see multiple pictures. 
Fusako Yanagihara: 92 years old. Lives alone in Okikamuro Island in Seto Inland Sea with 200 other people. Although her waist is bent 90 degrees, she still keeps herself busy working in the fields. She is also an active member at a local temple.

Masao Yamane: 82 years old. Born in Taiwan. He is the oldest active fisherman in Okikamuro Island, in Yamaguchi prefecture. He catches fish with only one thread that hangs down from his forefinger.  Each day after he finishes his work in the sea, he always prays towards the sea.

Saburou Kato: 90 years old. Lives in a national sanatorium for people with leprosy in Gunma prefecture. He served for the Japanese Army and was sent to Curl Nico Baru Island of the Nicobar Islands in the Indian Ocean. Harsh work in the battlefields to construct military bases caused an attack of leprosy. He is a writer and published " A story of one soldier - - An epitaph in Kusatsu.”
Toho Kumita: 83 years old. Became totally blind due to the aftereffects of leprosy. The same disease left his left toes paralyzed too. He enjoys reading by using his tongue and is especially drawn to history books. He has a record of finishing a book, “Clouds over the hill” by Ryotaro Shiba (8 volumes) in 2 months. He says, “Life is such an interesting thing.” 
My mother: 85 years old. Lives alone in a rural village in Nagano prefecture. Because her waist is bent 90 degrees, she needs to use a stick or a push cart when she walks. She does not like to depend on others and has not applied for the nursing care insurance plan offered by the Japanese government. During the vegetable season, she wakes up in the morning with much pleasure to go to work in the fields. She went through difficult time after losing her oldest son to cancer in 2001, but now she is coping with it better. 
Tadahiko Nishimura: 75 years old. Became a director of Suzuran kindergarten in Matumoto, Nagano, 15 years ago after retiring from a position as a high school principal. Now at the kindergarten he works as a father for 100 children as well as a guard, playmate, janitor and clerk. He opposed a city proposal to build a new civic center (Matumoto Art Hall) spending 14,500,000,000 yen (approximately US $125 million) in tax monies without consultation from residents. To fight against this executive privilege, he supported a doctoring the election for mayor in 2004, and defeated a previous mayor who was part of the pro-construction group. Eventually, he and his group succeeded in carrying out a review of the 800,000,000 yen (approximately US$ 6.9 million) yearly budget that was planned for the management of the new art building.

Tatsujiro Kuzuno: Lived in Shizunai town, Hokkaido. He was regarded as the last person who could talk about Ainu culture, and was a respected elder among Ainus. Although he was bedridden because of old age at the time of photo shoot, it was as if he could read people’s minds with his gentle eyes. He died two years later, and a traditional funeral service of Ainu was held for him. Now he sleeps in the hill that overlooks the Pacific Ocean.

Kikujiro Fukushima: Born in Yamaguchi prefecture. News photographer. During the WWII, he served as a call-up soldier. One week before the US dropped the Atomic bomb on Hiroshima, he was sent to a shoreline in Kagoshima prefecture to wait for possible landing of U.S army there. Although avoided the bomb, all the other troops that stayed in Hiroshima were killed. After the war, he learned photography on his own, and kept on taking pictures of the A-bomb victims in Hiroshima. In 1961, he published "The A-bomb, a record of one victim."  In the same year, he moved to Tokyo and became a professional photographer. Later he took a photo exhibition tour all around Japan asking for the emperor’s responsibility in the war. In 2003, he published a photo collection “The Lie of Hiroshima.” 


Sadao Ooyama: 100 years old. Born in Taketomi Island as the youngest in six brothers. (Taketomi Island is approximately 10 minutes ferry ride from a popular Ishigaki Island.) He is the oldest resident on the Island. In 2000, he celebrated his 97 years old birthday in a special Okinawa way. Taketomi Island attracts more than 350,000 visitors every year. Every time he sees a water buffalo car passing his house with many tourists on it, he waves at them. When he sees a young female tourist, he beckons to talk with her. His everyday conversation partner is Chiyo Hosohara (86 years old), who lives across from him. To her he says “I cannot sleep at night if I do not see your face.”

Mitsufu Ootomari: 83 years old. Born in Hateruma Island. She lost 16 family members by "war malaria." In 1945 during WWII, all the residents of her home island were forced to evacuate to Iriomote Island, where malaria prevailed. The disease infected many persons during their stay on this island. After they went back to Hateruma Island, the place became a "malaria hell" due to the lack of food and medical supplies. Some 477 people, equaling 30% of the total island population, eventually died of the disease. She said, “I took care of 7 family members who were dying, but could not do the same for 9 others. A day never passes without thinking about those who died. Japan is such a scary place these days. War will happen for sure if you change our constitution. Japan cannot and should not fight any wars because that is what’s guaranteed in the article 9. Though I did not receive much education, I know that much.”  
(More pictures available on his Website (in Japanese). Click numbers 12 and above.  http://homepage2.nifty.com/munesuke/photogallerly-oinohukei-toppage.html )
