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The Millennium agenda sets quantitative
targets for seven development goals that are

monitored by 30+ specific indicators.
The Millennium Goals:
Eradicate poverty and hunger
Achieve universal primary education
Promote gender equality and empower women
Reduce child mortality
mprove maternal health
Combat HIV/AIDS, malaria and other diseases
Ensure environmental sustainability
Develop aglobal partnership for development
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The MDG agenda and ageing

* Ageingisnot anissue explicitly referred by
any of the goals or targets.

 However, addressing the living conditions
of old adultsis crucial to effectively and
fundamentally reduce poverty and
accelerate progress towards the MDGs.

 Incorporate the challenges posed by ageing
In LDCsto the MDG development agenda,
monitoring and campaigning.



The MDG agenda and ageing

* Therole of older adults in devel opment.

— Older adults being main care givers in households with
absent parents.

— Labor discrimination against older adults slows
progress towards the MDGs.

e S0, education and health deprivation among older
adults slows down progress towards the MDGs.

e Focusin the needs of older adults:

— Poverty is higher among the elder

— But even if it isnot, in high poverty countries more
older adults struggle to survive in poverty.



It iscommon for old adults to live in extended
families, but in high HIV/AIDS countries many old
adults become the principal care givers of
grandchildren

Proportion of older adults living with grandchildren
but with no adult children.
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Incidence of HIV/AIDS in countries in 16 African
countries




Living conditions of older adultsin Latin

America & the Caribbean (ECLA data):

Income poverty significantly affect
households that include persons age 60+.

Poverty affecting older adultsis particularly
high In rural areas,

and for older female adultsin rural
locations.

Poverty among older adults is not higher
compared to younger groups.

— Older adults accumul ate assets.
— Sdlf-salection.



Older adults can greatly contribute
towards the MD@Gs,* Contributions to

Reductions in poverty from labor income of 60+
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household income from
older adultsarekey in
some LAC countries.

This income often lifts
households out of
poverty.

This occurs in countries
with high incidence of
poverty.

Eliminating labor market
discrimination against
old adults helps the poor.



Lack of progressin MDGs means many
more older adults will be facing
deprivation
 Within the time span set by the MDGs,

between now and 2015, 62 developing

countries will increase their population 65+
years old by more than 50 %.

» Some of these countries have good

development performances. But others face
challenges.



62 developing countries will increase thelir
population 65+ years old by more than 50 %.
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Income and hunger poverty is aconcern in anumber of the 62

countries with rapid increases in population 65+

Income poverty

Countries Undernourishment $1pd Population
Range Average Average 2001
# % % % millions
17 0to 10 5.82 9 28.6
17 10 to 20 14.24 25 15.08
25 30 and above 32.76 35 71.56
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In 16 countries, rapid ageing combined with high
underweight is a development concern.

ageing and under weight 2
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In 23 countries, rapid ageing combined with slow progressin
reducing under nutrition is a development concern.

ageing and mdg-progress in under nutrition target 2
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The MDG agenda and ageing

 Thereisaneed to increase our knowledge
and understanding of MDGs and ageing.

* Reporting, campaigning and monitoring on
MDGS and ageing should:

— Inform nationa development debates.
— More focused policy design.

— Adeguate monitoring of performance.



Accelerating progress towards
the MDGs calls for policies that:

 Improve living conditions and capacities of
older adults: reporting and campaigning on
poverty or deprivation “pockets’.

» Adapt and nationalize MDGs to ensure
development progress for all population
groups.

o Asin anti-poverty strategies, basic,
universal, non-contributory assistance and
promotion policies need to be in place.
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Adapt td®oMDGs
Eradicate poverty and hunger

Disaggregate by age.
Achieve universal primary education
Y outh and older adults literacy.

Promote gender equality and empower women
Disaggregate by age.

Reduce child mortality

Improve maternal health

Combat HIV/AIDS, maariaand other diseases.
Disaggregate by age.

Ensure environmental sustainability.
Disaggregate by age.

Develop aglobal partnership for devel opment
Y outh and older adults un & under-employment



