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Summary

The Regional Arab Population Forum was held in Beirut from 19 to 21 November 2004 in order to
mark the tenth anniversary of the International Conference on Population and Development (ICPD),
which was held in Cairo from 5 to 13 September 1994. This report contains a brief summary of its
organizational aspects and a resume of the most important research and reports that were discussed at
the Forum and the recommendations made.

In addition to evaluating achievements, discussions focused on a number of emerging population-
related issues, including trends and changes in the population structure of the Arab countries, the major
challenges, and concomitant policy responses arising from those changes.

At the conclusion of the Forum, participants adopted the 2004 Beirut Declaration, in which they
renewed their commitment to implement the IPCD Programme of Action and United Nations
Millennium Development Goals (MDGs), in the light of the reports that were presented at the Forum
and of the current needs of the Arab region. Participants called upon Arab countries to activate
population policies, integrate them into sustainable development plans and provide the necessary
resources for their implementation. They also urged all parties involved in population and development
in the Arab world to strengthen partnership between the public sectors and civil society institutions, in a
climate of transparency and democracy.
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Introduction

1. The Economic and Social Commission for Western Asia (ESCWA), in cooperation with the United
Nations Population Fund (UNFPA) and the League of Arab States (LAS) organized the Regional Arab
Population Forum (APF), which was held in Beirut from 19 to 21 November 2004. The forum marked the
tenth anniversary of the International Conference on Population and Development (ICPD), which was held in
Cairo from 5 to 13 September 1994 and aimed to achieve the following:

(&) Assess achievements in the Arab region with regard to the implementation of regional and global
agreements, pursuing to the ICPD Programme of Action;

(b) Enable stock to be taken of lessons learned and best practices that could be replicated in other
countries in the region;

(c) Further accelerate implementation of such agreements;

(d) Offer a multifaceted perspective in the areas of population, poverty, development and youth, and
analyse such prevailing challenges as high mortality, reproductive health morbidity and barriers to the
enforcement of reproductive rights and gender equality;

(e) Assess potential sources of support and partnership, including the mobilization of financial
resources and the participation, transfer and use of knowledge and information and communication
technology (ICT).

I. OUTCOMES OF THE FORUM

2. The Regional Arab Population Forum concluded its work with the adoption of the 2004 Beirut
Declaration, which consists of a set of principles and undertakings that comprise the general framework for a
set of recommendations which participants agreed that each country had the sovereign right to implement in
accordance with development priorities, laws in force and the values and culture of the Arab peoples, in the
context of recognized human rights. Participants also acknowledged the outstanding endeavours that are
being exerted in the Arab region in that respect. Set forth below is the text of the Declaration and
recommendations.

A. THE BEIRUT DECLARATION OF THE REGIONAL ARAB POPULATION FORUM

1.  We, the participants at the Regional Arab Population Forum, met at United Nations House,
Beirut, from 19 to 21 November 2004, in order to mark the passage of 10 years since the
International Conference on Population and Development was held in Cairo in 1994, reaffirm
the importance of following up the progress made in the field of population and development in
the past decade and identify goals for the forthcoming decade.

2. We affirm our belief in the importance of following up the progress made in the past
decade with respect to the 1994 Programme of Action of the International Conference on
Population and Development; other documents issued by review and evaluation conferences;
regional and international intergovernmental conferences on population and development;
resolutions adopted by national population committees and councils; and the relevant
international, regional and local declarations; and in the importance of identifying goals and
visions for the forthcoming 10 years to the year 2015.

3. We found the fruitful discussions that were held in the course of the three days of Forum
meetings instructive, and reviewed the papers, documents, studies and research that were
presented to the Forum, based on the authority of the outcomes, recommendations, resolutions
and programmes of work of the conferences and meetings that were held by the United Nations
system, regional organizations, the League of Arab States, the Forum of African and Arab
Parliamentarians on Population and Development and, in particular, the 1994 Programme of
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Action of the International Conference on Population and Development, the United Nations
Millennium Declaration of 2000, General Assembly resolution S-26/2, Declaration of
Commitment on HIV/AIDS, the Rabat Declaration 2003 on Population and Development and
the resolutions adopted by the Summit Conference of the Arab League Council held in Tunis in
2004.

4. We appreciate the consensus reached by the international community in adopting the
principles, goals and policies of the 1994 Programme of Action of the International Conference
on Population and Development, and its renewed and sustained commitment to those principles,
goals and policies. We hereby renew our commitment to principle 5 of the Programme of
Action, which states that population-related goals and policies are integral parts of cultural,
economic and social development, the principal aim of which is to improve the quality of life of
all people.

5. We believe that the goals of the Programme of Action of the International Conference on
Population and Development and the Millennium Development Goals are complementary and
inter-related, and that realization of the former is fundamental to achieving the latter.

6. We affirm the importance of the fruitful regional endeavours that have been exerted in the
Arab region as part of United Nations system and League of Arab States activities, which have
helped to improve the prospects for achieving higher standards in implementing the Programme
of Action of the International Conference on Population and Development.

7. With the aim of moving towards the full realization of the goals adopted, we are committed
to the exertion of greater efforts with respect to national and regional programmes and projects,
in light of the review of the progress made in implementing the Programme of Action of the
International Conference on Population and Development, the reports and studies that have been
submitted to this Forum and of current requirements.

8. We are aware that the strategies and goals which it is hoped will be realised at the national
and regional levels require collaboration in the making of strenuous efforts and close
cooperation between all the parties involved in the fields of population and development,
including Governments, the private sector, civil society institutions and regional, Arab and
international organizations, in a true partnership that provides communication and the exchange
of expertise, and as part of which complementary roles are performed in projects and
programmes that include all the partners and aim to improve the quality of life of our Arab
communities.

9. We reaffirm that if economic and social development is to be realized, a stable political and
security environment must exist, that is supportive of Government efforts and policies aimed at
sustainable development.

10. We acknowledge the sovereign right of every State to implement the recommendations of
the Regional Arab Population Forum as most appropriate to its development priorities, the
legislation in force, and the cultural and moral values of the Arab peoples, and in accordance
with recognised human rights. We further acknowledge the outstanding regional efforts that are
being exerted in the Arab region in this regard.

Noting that the final communiqué will contain all the recommendations reached by the Forum,
we hereby agree on the following:

11. To express our appreciation of the endeavours of the United Nations Population Fund, the
League of Arab States and the Economic and Social Commission for Western Asia (ESCWA)
in support of implementation of the Programme of Action of the International Conference on
Population and Development.



12. To urge the Governments of Arab States to activate population policies and human
development strategies in the framework of the Programme of Action of the International
Conference on Population and Development; to develop sources of self-finance through local
institution and private sector initiatives, with a view to making resources available and
employing them in implementing population policies; and to take action to diversify sources of
funding and include international, regional and national sources from the public and private
sectors, in addition to the civil sector, in order to follow up implementation of the Programme of
Action of the International Conference on Population and Development.

13. To urge Governments to firmly establish cooperation with civil society, with a view to
preparing an environment favourable towards partnership in the field of population and
development, in a climate of transparency and democracy; and to support and develop regional
trends aimed at implementation of the Programme of Action of the International Conference on
Population and Development through the full participation of civil society organizations.

14. To urge the Governments of Arab States, with the support of international and regional
organizations, to exploit the demographic window in the current generation, which represents a
unique opportunity to accelerate the process of sustainable development in the Arab region and,
consequently, to formulate and apply employment policies that make best use of the increasing
labour force and enable those Governments to achieve the development goals that are sought,
combat the phenomena of youth unemployment and female poverty, and meet the needs of
elderly persons and those with special needs.

15. To urge the Governments of Arab States to pay greater attention to the phenomenon of the
migration of Arab labour, and include it in national development policies; to establish
relationships with well-qualified migrants and attempt to attract them back to their original
countries; to strengthen their role in development efforts and the transfer of knowledge; and to
take the steps and implement the procedures that will reduce the brain drain.

16. To urge the international community to deal with the damage caused by war and armed
dispute and their impact on the family and, in particular, on women and children and on
implementation of the Programme of Action of the International Conference on Population and
Development in general.

17. To affirm the importance of State and donor institution compliance with the financial
undertakings they gave at the International Conference on Population and Development and, in
particular, to pay the amount of US$ 3 billion by the end of 2005.

18. To urge all the relevant partners in population and development, including Governments,
regional and international organizations and civil society institutions, to incorporate the
recommendations of this Forum in undertakings and commitments that form part of new
programmes and projects relating to population and development, the aim being to achieve
qualitative movement towards the Millennium Development Goals.

19. To express appreciation of the great value of the masses, given that they are the
fundamental hope for the betterment of mankind and building of the future, and to stress that
they should be given priority and consideration, and that programmes which aim to meet their
needs and improve their quality of life should be supported. It must be made possible for them
to participate effectively in building the future; they must be empowered with knowledge and
provided with the services necessary in order to protect them from HIV/AIDS and other
sexually-transmitted diseases.

20. To affirm the importance of empowering women politically, economically and socially;
placing them in decision-making positions, given that they are principal actors in the
implementation of the goals of the Programme of Action of the International Conference on
Population and Development; taking the necessary action to protect them from all the forms of
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discrimination and violence to which they are exposed; creating appropriate economic
opportunities to counter the phenomenon of women’s poverty; and ensuring reproductive rights
for all women and men as part of their human rights.

21. To intensify media activities, awareness-raising and communication relating to population
and development issues, and highlight the role of the media as a partner in raising the awareness
of the public of the demands of the development process.

22. To request ESCWA, the United Nations Population Fund and the League of Arab States to
support the relevant existing regional and national executive mechanisms and establish a new
regional mechanism for the follow up of implementation of the Programme of Action of the
International Conference on Population and Development and the recommendations of this
Forum; encourage the countries of the region to exchange expertise and benefit from successful
experiences; and to strengthen statistical systems and databases with a view to gauging
outcomes and identifying obstacles.

23. In conclusion to the foregoing, participants express their determination to continue action
to achieve all the goals of the Programme of Action of the International Conference on
Population and Development, the Millennium Development Goals and the other development
ambitions to which the Arab countries aspire, with a view to achieving economic prosperity and
social well-being for the Arab peoples.

B. RECOMMENDATIONS

3. In addition to adopting the Beirut Declaration, Forum participants agreed on a set of recommendations
aimed at following up the progress made in the implementation of the ICPD Programme of Action its 5-year
review (ICPD +5) and the United Nations Millennium Development Goals (MDGs). Set forth below is the
text of the recommendations:

(@) Population policies should be activated and such population issues as reproductive health,
poverty, gender, youth and migration should be integrated into national development plans with a view to
meeting the current and future development needs that are noted by global conferences on development;

(b) Appropriate policies and strategies for economic growth and the provision of employment
opportunities should be formulated in the light of the changes occuring in the age structure of the population.
Those changes will offer a demographic opportunity that is without precedent in the Arab region for
increasing savings and investment, limiting migration and eradicating poverty;

(c) The role of national population councils should be activated, and they should provide guidance
and coordination appropriate to the principles, strategic frameworks, goals and targets that were provided in
the ICPD Programme of Action; the resolutions adopted by the twenty-first special session of the United
Nations General Assembly in 1999; and the United Nations Millennium Declaration in 2000. Those councils
should also strengthen their relationship with the various sectoral ministries, with a view to ensuring that
effective population policies are formulated and implemented against a background of good governance;

(d) Comprehensive reproductive health services should be made generally available and include the
provision of information and counselling on family planning and prevention of sexually-transmitted disease;
the provision by skilled medical personnel of ante- and post-natal and delivery care services and emergency
delivery services; the adoption of systems to prevent and treat the deleterious effects of unsafe abortion; and
the narrowing of the health care gap between rural and urban areas;

(e) Men should be involved in reproductive health programmes and responsible reproductive
behaviour should be encouraged in men. Men should be made aware from an early age of the need to treat
women as equal partners in the family and society;



(f) Policies and laws should be formulated to eradicate the practice of female circumcision, which is
still practiced in certain Arab countries, using the various parties involved, including those who influence
public opinion, religious leaders, parents, decision makers and consultative councils;

() Laws that are prejudicial to the rights of women should be amended and support provided to
programmes and activities that promote gender equality and equity; all types of violence against women
should be monitored; the education gender gap should be eradicated; women’s participation at the economic
and political levels should be strengthened; and the provisions and recommendations should be implemented
of the Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Women;

(h) While respecting the religious and cultural values of each country, legislation should be reviewed
with the aim of ensuring the rights of adolescents and youth in educational, cultural and political life and
their access to information and health services and, in particular, in relation to reproductive health and
sexually-transmitted diseases. Action should be taken to update laws that uphold the right of Arab youth to
participate in sustainable development endeavours;

(i) Youth and adolescents should be involved in formulating, implementing and evaluating
awareness-raising programmes directed towards them, and they should be employed as trainers and peer
counsellors. Such programmes should be based on in-depth studies and include information and counselling
on mutual respect and gender equality, responsible sexual behaviour, family life, reproductive health, and the
repudiation of violence, particularly violence against women;

(i) An Arab knowledge base or network should be established with the aim of raising levels of
awareness by providing adolescents and youth with advice and information on reproductive health and
endeavouring to change negative attitudes by adopting effective media, education and communication
strategies aimed at the relevant sectors of society, including the education sector, which should incorporate
age-appropriate reproductive health issues into educational curriculums;

(k) An Arab fund should be established to support Arab youth projects in various political, health,
social and economic sectors. Such projects should include the introduction of an Arab youth network and the
holding of periodic youth forums;

() The resources allocated to social and health fields should be increased, particularly for education,
human resource development, primary health care and reproductive health, family planning services and
programmes and safe motherhood, given that that will contribute to the eradication of poverty, empower
women and reduce maternal and infant mortality;

(m) New methods and varied financing sources should be identified and resources mobilized through
initiatives undertaken by local institutions and the private sector. Donor countries should honour their
commitment to allocate 0.7 per cent of GDP to development assistance and allocate 4 per cent of that
assistance to population programmes and activities;

(n) Partnership between Governments, civil society and regional and international organizations
should be promoted on the basis of the responsibility of all relevant parties for achieving ICPD goals, in a
climate of transparency, commitment and accountability.

Il. ISSUES CONSIDERED

4, In five themed sessions, the Forum focused on a review of population and development issues over the
past decade and future prospects; population, poverty and gender; reproductive health and rights; the
opportunities open to and challenges faced by Arab youth; and demographic transition: process and
implications.

5. The discussions that took place in the sessions considered a variety of issues that form part of the
framework for implementation of the ICPD Programme of Action, the resolutions adopted by the twenty-first
special session of the United Nations General Assembly in 1999, and the United Nations Millennium
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Declaration, all of which, taken together, represent a large number of specific undertakings aimed at
improving the quality of human life and well-being. Discussions also focussed on the response of Arab
Governments to those issues in terms of formulating appropriate parties policies that accord with the goals
stated in the international programmes for action. Set forth below is a brief review of the papers that were
presented and the discussions they provoked.

A. REVIEW OF POPULATION AND DEVELOPMENT ISSUES IN THE PAST DECADE
AND FUTURE PROSPECTS

1. Progress made in the Arab region in implementing the ICPD
Programme of Action

6. This paper was prepared by Mr. Abdul Aziz Farah, Mr. Abdallah Al Zou’bi and Ms. Martine Najem
Kteily and issued as E/ESCWA/SDD/2004/WG.1/12. It contains a review of the achievements realized by
the Arab countries and the obstacles and constraints that they have faced in implementing the ICPD
Programme of Action in all areas. It also includes a summary of the lessons learned from the attempts of
Arab countries to improve the enabling environment for implementation of that Programme of Action. The
paper is based on an analysis of the information derived from the field questionnaire aimed at evaluating the
first ten years since ICPD, which was supplied by 17 of the 22 Arab countries. It is also based on the
available indicators of population and social variables that indicate the extent to which the goals of national
population policies and programmes have been achieved in the past decade.

7. The study concludes that, in order to achieve perceptible improvement at all levels in Arab countries,
albeit at widely differing stages, a set of measures should be taken that include the following:

(@) Governmental and non-governmental efforts should be exerted at the national, regional and
international levels with a view to mainstreaming population, reproductive health and gender issues into
sustainable development strategies and their follow-up, in order to ensure that the measures taken at that
level will contribute to changing levels of population growth, improve quality of life, and reduce poverty and
internal migration to the desired level,

(b) Strategies should be formulated to eradicate poverty, make education and reproductive health
available to all and achieve economic growth;

(c) The effects of economic reform programmes should be monitored and a cautious approach
adopted to correcting deficiencies;

(d) The majority of programmes and strategies should be integrated in order to deal with issues
related to population, development, reproductive health and the empowerment of women; and partnership
should be established between Government mechanisms, the market and civil society at all stages of
population and development policies, strategies and programmes;

(e) Information systems should be developed and the necessary quantitative and qualitative indicators
devised for following up and evaluating plans and programmes for the implementation of population and
development policies.

2. Partnerships and resource flows in population, reproductive health
and development

8. This paper was prepared by Mr. Toufic Osseiran, and issued as E/ESCWA/SDD/2004/WG.1/3. It
covers many aspects of partnership and resource flows, but concentrates on the international aspect of
partnership. It examines that issue in detail from the perspective of the ICPD Programme of Action, and puts
forward tangible evidence of partnership that was confirmed by country questionnaires on implementation of
the Programme of Action in the first five years. The paper also deals with the issue of resource flows,
referring to the fact that scarcity of resources and insufficient funding are a cause of many problems,



including, inter alia, increased poverty throughout the world, increased infant and maternal mortality rates
and scarcity of water.

9. The study conculdes as follows:

(@) Governments are called upon to be open towards civil society organizations that can assist them
in assuming their responsibilities and duties;

(b) The private sector is encouraged to assume a more effective and energetic role;

(c) The recommendations of regional and international conferences should be adopted and a
commitment made to pursuing them in the forthcoming decade;

(d) Governments, civil society organizations and the private sector are called upon to discuss and
develop means of obtaining the necessary financial support; and to take initiatives that will help to attract
large financial resources.

10. During the discussions on this subject, the following main points were raised:

(@) Poverty and deprivation in all its forms should be considered as an integral part of other
population issues. Arab countries are requested to strengthen mechanisms for dealing with poverty, thereby
enabling the achievement of MDGs;

(b) Arab economic integration is important in confronting the challenges of poverty;

(c) The private sector has a role in providing youth employment opportunities;

(d) Education curriculums and the media have a role to play in raising awareness in the areas of
support for women and improvement of reproductive health;

(e) Independent financial resources should be relied upon in the first stage for supporting national
investment and only then should international contribution and/or support be sought;

(f) There is a need for partnership between the relevant parties in order to achieve the population
goals relating to reproductive health;

(g) National population committees and councils have a responsibility for devising mechanisms for
the implementation of decisions and programmes and for identifying the strengths and weaknesses of their
missions and mechanisms;

(h) Training is important in order to develop human capacities in institutions;

(i) It is important that the necessary data and information is supplied for dealing with population
issues;

(i) Amendments should be made to laws that concern women’s issues, reproductive health rights,
youth protection and support for ageing persons.

B. POPULATION, POVERTY AND GENDER
1. Population, poverty and gender
11.  This paper was prepared by Mr. Abd El Basset Abd EI Mo’ty and Mr. Abdul Aziz Farah, and issued as
E/ESCWA/SDD/2004/WG.1/10. It is based on the hypothesis that progress in respect of reproductive health
and support for related rights is a fundamental means of development in dealing with poverty on the one
hand, and on the other hand, with the particularities of Arab population. The study focuses on defining
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population and the concepts of reproductive health and poverty and the relationship between the two and
with the challenges faced by the Arab countries in those areas. The paper also considers changing trends in
reproductive health and poverty, and reviews a number of reproductive health indicators and general
measures and procedures for upholding rights and reproductive health services. It further considers the most
significant population challenges related to reproductive health and focuses on future trends, with a view to
activating the role of reproductive health in combating poverty.

12.  Some of the conclusions reached by the paper included the following:
(&) There is a need to consider population issues as development issues;

(b) Public health and other non-health sector policies should be reconsidered with a view to
empowering poor persons;

(c) Attention should be paid to databases on reproductive health;

(d) Institutions should be developed, and available resources should be so mobilized and organized as
to ensure work is continued;

(e) Focus should be placed on advocacy for and raising awareness of reproductive health;

(f) Personal status legislation should be reviewed:;

(g) The participation of women and youth should be promoted.

2. Macroeconomic aspects linking poverty, development and population

13.  This paper was prepared by Ms. Batool Shakoori, and issued as E/JESCWA/SDD/2004/WG.1/11. It
addressed one major hypothesis, namely, that demographic changes have significant economic benefits and
that fertility and mortality rates affect levels of income because of changes in the age structure of the
population. The report tracked the relationship between demographic changes as represented by, on the one
hand, dependency rates and, on the other hand, economic performance, over the periods 1980-2000 and
2000-2015. The paper was based on the contemporary literature which views the relationship between
population and economic growth as one of cause and effect and accept that the phenomenon of demographic
effect has a major role in the development process, because it is linked to the human life cycle and
consequently its impact on economic growth varies with the age distribution of the population.
14.  The conclusions drawn in the paper included the following:

(@) There is a need to ensure political support and consider the demographic window as a
development strategy that can assist in eradicating poverty;

(b) The macroeconomic models that have been recently developed should be adopted in order to
comprehend the demographic changes that take place in the age structure of the population;

(c) Economic accounts methods should be adopted in order to estimate the benefits of various human
and financial investments;

(d) Economic sectors should be so developed as to be capable of absorbing excess manpower;

(e) Information systems that include data at micro and macro levels and labour market data should be
established,;

(f) The educational system, which is the fundamental support of human resources, should be used to
contribute to both the economic and social aspects of the development process;
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(9) The duties of national population councils should be reconsidered and, while maintaining their
role of coordinating between the various sectors, they should also perform oversight and guidance roles in
order to ensure that policy formulation and implementation comply with the principles, strategic frameworks
and goals set forth in the ICPD Programme of Action, the resolutions adopted by the twenty-first special
session of the United Nations General Assembly and the United Nations Millennium Declaration.

3. Poverty, gender equality and the empowerment of women

15. This paper was prepared by Ms. Heba Ellaithy, and issued as E/ESCWA/SDD/2004/WG.1/4. It
addressed the issue of poverty in the Arab region and concepts related to human poverty and income poverty,
focusing on the gender gap in the areas of health, education, economic activity and income. It also
considered policies for the eradication of female poverty, the status of women in the Arab world in the light
of the outcomes of ICPD and the Fourth World Conference on Women and the efforts exerted to eradicate
poverty, and included information on social development funds. The paper emphasized the fact that all the
Arab countries, to varying degrees, have problems in respect of human poverty.

16.  The conclusions drawn in the paper included the following:

(@) There is a need to formulate macroeconomic policies and development strategies for dealing with
poverty and its causes, and to accord particular importance to the needs and endeavours of women living in
poverty;

(b) The economic rights and economic independence of women should be upheld;

(c) Credits, financial and technical assistance policies should be reviewed and women should be
given the opportunity to access savings and credit mechanisms and institutions;

(d) Women should be empowered to benefit from social security systems, and social security
networks for poor persons should be established;

(e) Education policies should be formulated and implemented in order to ensure equality of
opportunity, and measures should be taken to combat gender discrimination in education;

(f) Policies for the training and retraining of women and, in particular, poor women and those
returning to the labour market, should be formulated and implemented.

17.  During discussion of this subject, the following main points were raised:

(@) The role of small loans and micro credit in improving the status of women and curbing the growth
of poverty;

(b) Means of using the demographic window to assist poor persons in rural areas, where poverty
levels are higher than in urban areas;

(c) The traditional role of institutions in exacerbating problems and failing to implement policies and
the need to make institutional changes in a framework of good governance that will enable the Arab
countries to exploit the demographic window;

(d) The slowness of the Arab countries to so reform education systems as to meet qualitative human
resource needs;

(e) Poor results from investment and the need to direct savings towards the development of human
resources;
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(f) The fall in dependency rates and rise in population growth levels indicate a need to formulate
comprehensive policies to make use of the labour force and strategies that focus on labour intensity, thereby
making it possible to benefit from the demographic window;

() The phenomenon of the feminization of poverty is becoming an Arab phenomenon;

(h) The seriously detrimental consequences for poor persons of the public debt crisis and economic
reform policies, which are exacerbated by their demographic particularities, including rising levels of fertility
and mortality, particularly maternal mortality;

(i) In most cases, population and poverty eradication policies ignore the needs of refugees;

(i) The imbalance in the distribution of resources and wealth is considered one of the direct causes of
poverty;

(k) Administrative reform has a role in curbing the corruption of purchasers in official departments
and improving levels of performance.

C. REPRODUCTIVE HEALTH AND RIGHTS
1. Reproductive health and reproductive rights in the Arab region

18. This paper was prepared by Ms. Laila Nawar, and issued as E/ESCWA/SDD/2004/WG.1/9. It
contains a full review of reproductive health issues in the Arab region and gives a comprehensive picture of
achievements, priorities and obstacles. The focus is on the two issues of fertility and family planning, with
reference being made to maternal mortality, female circumcision and the position and knowledge of
adolescents with respect to reproductive health issues, sexually-transmitted disease and ante- and post-natal
care, on the basis of ICPD and the Fourth World Conference on Women, and using information taken from
the health information system prepared by the Population Policies Department of the League of Arab States,
which contains information on marriage and reproductive health from 16 Arab countries.

19.  The paper draws a number of conclusions concerning the improvement of reproductive health in Arab
countries, which include the following:

(@) Overall fertility and maternal mortality levels should be reduced by improving ante- and post-
natal care systems;

(b) The quality of family planning services should be improved and obstacles to access thereto
should be eliminated;

(c) The gender gap with respect to reproductive health issues and rights should be eliminated,;
(d) The need to combat HIV/AIDS;
(e) Female circumcision must be eliminated;

(f) The resources necessary to achieve the aims sought at the reproductive health and rights level
must be made available.

2. Maternal morbidity and mortality in the Arab world

20. This paper was prepared by Ms. Nagiba Abdulghani Alshawafi, and issued as
E/ESCWA/SDD/2004/WG.1/13. It aimed to analyse and identify the causes of maternal mortality in the
Arab countries and to summarize the lessons learned from the successes and failures of the strategies pursued
by those countries with a view to combating maternal and child mortality and the aim of making
interventions consistent with current needs. The paper briefly reviewed the concept of maternal mortality, its
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causes and related indicators, dealing with the pertinent direct and indirect factors within an analytical
framework that identifies the outcomes of pregnancy and delivery as the interaction between the social,
economic and cultural particularities of society and women’s health and reproductive behaviour. It also
considered levels of maternal mortality in the Arab countries, which have perceptibly increased,
notwithstanding the commitment made by all those countries to reduce it. Reference was made to the
difficulty of obtaining maternal mortality indicators, because precise data for its cause is not available in
most Arab countries, and consideration was given to the measures that have been taken in those countries to
reduce maternal mortality and to eliminate the obstacles to achieving the desired goals in countries where
maternal mortality rates remain high.

21. The paper drew certain conclusions regarding the reduction of maternal mortality through political
commitment. Those conclusions included the following:

(a) Safe motherhood services should be provided;

(b) Training should be provided for specialized health personnel, including licensed midwives;
(c) Comprehensive and integrated health services should be provided:;

(d) A healthy environment should be guaranteed in service provision centres;

(e) Women should be socially and economically empowered and their access to reproductive health
services facilitated;

(f) Comprehensive information on the causes of maternal mortality and morbidity should be made
available.

22. In the course of the discussions on this subject, the following main points were raised:

(a) Issues relating to reproductive health rights, including the right to choose whether or not to marry,
the right to choose the age at which to marry and insistence on carrying out health checks before marriage;

(b) The role of religious institutions in encouraging organizations and communities to deal with
reproductive health issues and flexible interaction with the sensitivities that are related to this matter and deal
with sensitive issues pertaining to reproductive health in a flexible manner;

(c) The role of health facilities in rural and remote areas that provide reproductive health services and
information on gender issues;

(d) The symptoms faced by menopausal women and insufficient care given to the illnesses
experienced by that group of women;

(e) The risks of child-bearing in later age and need for information and awareness of the need to test
for high-risk pregnancies;

(f) High levels of maternal mortality and identification of means to improve services linked to care
prior to conception, during pregnancy and after delivery;

() The need to educate men about reproductive health and family planning in some marginal regions
where they remain the decision makers in that respect;

(h) The possible increase in numbers of cases of HIVV/AIDS in the Arab region.
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D. ARAB YOUTH: OPPORTUNITIES AND CHALLENGES
1. Adolescent/youth reproductive health and reproductive rights in the Arab region

23.  This paper was prepared by Ms. Alissar Rady, and issued as EJESCWA/SDD/2004/WG.1/6. It began
with the incongruity of the situation where youth constituted one third of the population of the Arab region
but there was a paucity of policies pursued or measures taken with a view to spreading awareness or
providing protection or reproductive health services for youth. Such policies did little to reduce numbers of
early pregnancies or levels of maternal morbidity or mortality in that age group. The paper reviewed youth
rights with respect to reproductive and sexual health and their early access to pertinent information and
services based on the concept of comprehensive reproductive health as determined by the ICPD Programme
of Action and other international instruments, which affirm that youth are a development priority.

24.  The conclusions drawn in the paper included the following:

(@) There is a need for strategic planning for adolescent reproductive and sexual health, along the
lines proposed by ICPD;

(b) Investment is needed in youth health, education and protection, and their rights to reproductive
and sexual health should be protected. Their access to information on reproductive and sexual health and to
means of protecting against pregnancy and sexually-transmitted disease should be facilitated, as a basic
human right;

(c) Studies on youth needs should be followed up and special programmes developed that are aimed
at those needs;

(d) Youth should be involved in drawing up programmes that are pertinent to them, in accordance
with the law, and local social, religious and cultural values.

2. Social, economic and cultural dimensions of Arab adolescents/youth

25.  This paper was prepared by Ms. Iman Farag, and issued as E/ESCWA/SDD/2004/WG.1/8. It stated
that the resolution of youth-related issues, which is a priority of regional and international organizations,
reflects the renewal of old and deeply-rooted concerns. In one respect, they represented a recognition of the
particularities of youth issues, while in another, they embodied the extent to which those issues were bound
up with the whole range of political, economic and social challenges that faced contemporary societies. The
paper endeavoured to shed light on some youth- and adolescent-related economic, social and cultural
dimensions of the Arab world 10 years after ICPD. Youth are no longer viewed solely as the future, but as
full participants in society, and concern for youth in Arab countries is directly linked to the current
demographic pressure of that age group, a feature which is common to all the Arab countries.

26.  The conclusions drawn in the paper included the following:

(@) Dialogue must be employed in order to meet the needs of youth and answer their questions at all
stages of life and in all social situations;

(b) Youth issues should be linked to health, because of its current and future relevance;

(c) The social and cultural component of youth health involves a precise balance between protection,
rights and responsible freedom.

3. Youth participation
27. A group of youth from Djibouti, Egypt, Iraq, Jordan, Kuwait, Lebanon, Morocco, Palestine, Saudi
Arabia, the Syrian Arab Republic, the Sudan and Tunisia presented a report on discussions at the Arab Youth
Forum that was held in tandem with the main Forum. In that statement, they raised questions as to their
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status and the bases of democracy, reform and empowerment and set forth their ambitions and
recommendations at the political, social, economic and health levels and their wish to share responsibility for
the development process. The intervention met with the approval of the participants, and the importance was
emphasized of exerting greater efforts to meet the needs of youth and involve them in the decision-making
process at all levels.

28. At the Arab Youth Forum, a set of recommendations were made that were taken into consideration in
the recommendations made by the Regional Arab Population Forum. They were aimed at ensuring political
and democratic participation for Arab youth at the national and regional levels, personal development, the
development and absorption of their resources and ending harmful practices, as well as ensuring
opportunities for employment, the equitable distribution of income and the provision of high-quality, rights-
based reproductive health services.

29.  During the relevant discussions, the following main points were raised:

(&) The importance of communication, awareness raising and education in the area of reproductive
health and rights;

(b) The health, including psychological health, services offered and the youth centres and
programmes that exist in the Arab region are inadequate;

(c) The role and duties of the family and the empowerment and training of women, which entails the
training of youth;

(d) The need for education curriculums that promote the thinking and understanding of youth;

(e) The role of schools and universities in providing youth training and, in particular, the preparation
of the necessary groups to raise peer awareness;

(f) The lack of integrated policies, failure to incorporate youth issues into development programmes
and lack of follow-up to and evaluation of achievements;

(g) Lack of databases and information on youth issues.
E. DEMOGRAPHIC TRANSITION: PROGRESS AND IMPLICATIONS
1. The process of demographic transition and its impact in the Arab region

30. This paper was prepared by Mr. Hafedh Chekir, and issued as EJESCWA/SDD/2004/WG.1/7. It dealt
with the implications of Arab countries’ entry into the process of democratic change while lacking an
appropriate development model that would allow them to improve their economies, overcome poverty,
improve the quality of their human resources with a view to their optimum employment, increasing the
productivity of the labour force and achieving a balance between population and economic growth. The
paper also considered the features of demographic change in Arab countries, changing marriage and family
patterns and changes in the prevailing system of values that could affect reproductive behaviour.
Consideration was also given to the population pyramid and needs of certain groups, including youth and
ageing persons.

31. The conclusions drawn in the paper included the following:

(@) There is a need for greater political commitment in the Arab countries and for improved
population policies that should be incorporated into development strategies;

(b) Social and economic development should be strengthened by investing in primary human
resources;
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(c) Programmes should be directed towards increasing opportunities for access to information and
health education services;

(d) Women must be empowered and the issues of youth, adolescents and ageing persons addressed.

2. Population policies and demographic transition in the Arab region, with special
reference to the GCC countries

32.  This paper was prepared by Ms. Maitha Al-Shamsi, and issued as E/ESCWA/SDD/2004/WG.1/5. It
considered demographic change and the priorities and most significant outcomes of population policies in
the Arab countries and, in particular, the GCC States. It also reviewed the challenges posed by demographic
change and strategies for dealing with them. The paper was based on two premises, the first of which
concerned the close link between population issues and development. The second, which was a development
of the first, posited that all the challenges that face developing societies, including Arab societies, foremost
among which are poverty, unemployment, illiteracy and the status of women, contribute to the high levels of
fertility and mortality and low economic production.

33.  The conclusions drawn in the paper included the following:

(@) In certain Arab countries, the application of population policies has had perceptible results.
However, those policies have not addressed all aspects of the problem and do not articulate a strategic vision
that fuses the demands of comprehensive development with those of demographic change, which is clear
from the worsening problem of migration to the cities from rural areas and the various reasons for that
migration, and the growing problem of unemployment;

(b) A single policy should be formulated to address immigrant employment issues that are common
to all the GCC States as well as the particular needs of each individual State;

(c) The demographic window should be exploited to achieve economic growth, by developing human
resources and improving labour productivity;

(d) A Gulf information network should be established, in order to assist in the formulation of
population and naturalization policies;

(e) Investment should be made in womens’ education and skills development, in guaranteeing their
rights and strengthening their participation in economic activity and political life.

34.  During the relevant discussions, the following main points were raised:

(@) The real dimension of the problem goes beyond the issue of increasing population growth, and
lies in a disregard for such basic issues as health and a failure to seriously address, inter alia, youth,
migration and education issues;

(b) There is a need to focus on the quality of education, rather than merely on quantity, if population
well-being is to be assured;

(c) There is a lack of information on population policies in the Arab region;

(d) The high-quality health care that is available in GCC countries is the result of the economic
standard and national income levels;

(e) Policies aimed at curbing migration have failed.
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F. OTHER ISSUES

35. At the closing session, participants reviewed the most prominent issues and challenges that were
discussed at the five sessions of the Forum and noted some general conclusions relating to future procedures
for addressing the challenges of poverty, reproductive health, women, youth, participation and the
mobilization of resources, from the perspective of the ICPD Programme of Action and the United Nations
Millennium Declaration.

36. Proponents of the ICPD Programme of Action made interventions in which they commended Forum
outcomes and averred the support of participating countries for its recommendations and their follow-up by
implementation of that Programme of Action and through the cooperation of ESCWA, the League of Arab
States and UNFPA.

37. General discussions then considered the integration of the roles of the public, private and non-
governmental sectors and the need to provide the necessary human and financial resources to implement the
Programme of Action. Reference was also made to the matter of the family and its natural role in dealing
with social issues, and the need to support youth institutions and organizations in the Arab countries. The
issue of youth should be made a Government priority, and the role and impact of the media should be
strengthened.

38.  The Forum concluded with brief interventions from the organizers.
I1l. ORGANIZATION OF WORK
A. VENUE AND DATE OF FORUM

39. The Regional Arab Population Forum was held at ESCWA headquarters in United Nations House,
Beirut, from 19 to 21 November 2004.

B. OPENING

40. Ms. Mervat Tallawy, Under-Secretary-General of the United Nations and Executive Secretary of
ESCWA, made a statement at the inaugural meeting in which she said that any evaluation of the
achievements of Arab countries over the past decade and consideration of future developments must take
into account other international experiences and, in particular, those of the industrialized countries and the
East Asian countries, each of which had addressed population issues very differently. Those of the former
made it clear that technological progress played an important part in promoting economic growth which, in
turn, led to demographic changes and reduced fertility levels to rates appropriate to income growth and with
the development of production frameworks and the hegemony of the industrial sector. The experience of the
East Asian countries demonstrated that demographic change was not so much the result as the cause of
increased economic growth. However, those countries had used their huge populations to bring about
development, considering them as true wealth and human capital. With respect to the Arab region, it was
currently at a crossroads, facing enormous challenges with limited options. While the Arab countries had
grasped the importance of incorporating demographic changes into the planning process and preparation of
national programmes, the policies pursued were not effective in accelerating demographic change or altering
the age pattern of populations and thereby reducing the burden of dependency and affording opportunities for
greater saving and investment.

41. Ms. Thoraya Obaid, Under-Secretary-General of the United Nations and Executive Director of
UNFPA, made a statement in which she said that the Arab countries were undergoing strategic change that
was represented by their increased adoption of policies for gender equality and the empowerment of women,
and by the mainstreaming of population issues in the development process. Ms. Obaid stressed that national
population programmes should be incorporated into the cultural and value framework of Arab societies and
be consistent with contemporary issues and challenges. However, while impressive achievements had been
realized in implementing the ICPD Programme of Action, huge discrepancies in that regard remained
between the Arab countries and within individual countries, and the level of achievement that had been
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hoped for had therefore not been realized. It was important that policies should be formulated to guide Arab
youth, who were facing social and economic challenges, towards remunerative work and positive behaviour.

42. Ms. Nancy Bakir, Deputy Secretary General for Social Affairs, League of Arab States, made a
statement in which she said that increasing attention was being accorded by the Arab countries to the health,
education and social affairs of their populations. That attention was evident in their adoption of the ICPD
Programme of Action and the measures that had been taken to follow up implementation of that Programme
and the positive changes that had taken place in that respect and, in particular, the fall in illiteracy rates and
falling levels of infant and maternal mortality. However, there was a need for attention to be paid to the
Arab brain drain and the issue of the transfer of the Arab labour force outside the Arab region, which should
be dealt with as a priority, given that it was one of the major challenges to development in that region.

43. Mr. Ghazi Zaiter, Minister of Social Affairs of Lebanon, President of the National Population
Committee and sponsor of the Forum, made a statement in which he said that the right to development was a
universal and inalienable right and an integral component of basic human rights. Human beings were the
fundamental concern of development. The lack of stability in the world was the outcome of the lack of social
equity and the hegemony of the countries of the North over the countries of the South and their exploitation
of globalization and international trade to monopolize wealth at the expense of the developing and poor
countries.

44.  The Forum aroused media interest: many journalists attended its meetings and extensive coverage was
given by all forms of the media to its proceedings.

C. PARTICIPANTS
45.  The Forum was attended by experts and prominent representatives of the executive and legislative
institutions of member countries, international governmental organizations, non-governmental organizations,

the private sector and research and academic centres. The list of participants is given in the annex to this
report.
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Fax: 213- 212 36301

E-mail: aids_algerie@yahoo.fr

Djibouti

Mr. Saleh Banoita

Secretary General, Ministry of Health
P.O. Box 2450 Djibouti

Tel.: 253-356192

Fax: 253-356300

E-mail: salehbanoita@yahoo.fr
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Mr. Otman Mo’men Badar
Director of Statistics

Ministry of Finance and Planning
Djibouti

Tel.: 253-351682

Mobile: 2535402/253812522
Fax: 253-352506

E-mail: otman_mbadar@yahoo.fr

Morocco

Soumaya Bin Shakroun, M.D.

Responsible of the Health Section

Moroccan Center for Information, Documentation
and Research

P.O. Box 8101 Rabat

Tel.: 037775840

Mobile: 061148614

Fax: 037775805

E-mail: b_soumi2000@yahoo.fr

Mauritania

H.E. Ms. Mariam Bint Ahmad Aicha
Ex-minister for Women’s Affairs
Researcher in Sociology

International Planned Parenthood Federation
P.O. Box 3127 Nouakchott

Tel.: 222-5291949

Mobile: 222-6303269

Fax: 222-5256078

E-mail: ampf@opt.mr

Mauritania (continued)

Ahmedo Ould Hadmeine
Responsable de structure Etudes et suivi a la
Commission Nationale de Population



Ministere des Affaires Economiques et du
Développement

Tel.: 222 5633033

Mobile: 222 6605768

Fax: 222 5259396

E-mail: hademine2@caramail.com

Med. Salem Ould Sid Ahmed

Director of the Arab African Center for
Information and Development

P.O. Box 3377 Nouakchott

Tel.: 222 52 90915

Mobile: 222 63 01855

Fax: 222 5 9010

E-mail: msaleme2003@yahoo.FR

Somalia

Mr. Nur Ahmed Weheliye

Director General

Ministry of Planning and International
Cooperation

Tel.: 252-1-657301 Mogadishu

Tel.: 254-0722626322 Nairobi

Mobile: 252-1271587

E-mail: naweheliye@hotmail.com

Sudan

H.E. Najeib Elkheir Abdelwahab
State Minister for Foreign Affairs
Tel.: 249 83 780640

Mobile: 249 912 141134

Fax: 249 83 799994

P.O. Box 873 Khartoum

E-mail: n-wahab26@hotmail.com

Mr. Tawfik El Deeb

Consultant for Reproductive Health

President of the Family Planning Association
UNFPA/SFPA

P.O. Box 170 Khartoum, ElTaief

Tel.: 249 83 227875

Mobile: 249 91 2360408

Fax: 249 83 227873

E-mail: tawfikeldeeb@hotmail.com
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Ms. Amna E. Badri

Professor

AHFAD University for Women
P.O. Box 167 Omdurman

Tel.: 249 87 579114

Mobile: 249 91 2348924

Fax: 249 87 579111

E-mail: amnabadri@hotmail.com

Mr. Abdul Rahman Mohammad Hassan
Director General

Central Statistics Organization

P.O. Box 700 Khartoum

Tel.: 249-11-777255

Mobile: 249-12307843

Fax: 249-11-771860

E-mail: chs@sudanmail.net

Tunisia

Ms. Nabiha Gueddana

Director, Office National de la Famille et de la
Population

P.O. Box 42 Madrid 1002 Tunis

Tel.: 216-70-728831

Fax: 216-70-728833

E-mail: n.gueddana@rns.tn

Mr. Ahmed Abdennadher

Director of the Reproductive Health Center
Office National de la Famille et de la Population
P.O. Box 880 Eriana

Tel.: 216-71- 712200

Mobile: 216- 98338595

Fax: 216- 71- 712300

E-mail: ahmed.abdennadher@rns.tn

Ms. Nabila Hamza

Director, Office National de L’Emploi
P.O. Box Almarsa 216-2078 Saf-Saf Tunis
Tel.: 216-71-727199

Fax: 216-71-704592/704582

E-mail: adnabi@gnet.tn

Mr. Adnene Ben Haj Aissa

Director of the Technical Cooperation Department

Office National de la Famille et de la Population

7, Rue 7051, Centre Urbain Nord, 1082 Tunis

Tel.: 216 - 70 728 931

Mobile: 216 - 98 902 542

Fax: 216 - 70 729 123

E-mail: Bha.Adnene@rns.tn
bhaadnene@yahoo.fr




Tunisia (continued)

Ms. Kawthar Al-Chedhly

First Department Officer

Office National de la Famille et de la Population
P.O. Box 1002 Tunis

Tel.: 216-70-728831

Fax: 216-70-728855

E-mail: kchedhly@yahoo.fr

C. CONSULTANTS

Ms. Maitha Al-Shamsi

University Deputy Vice Chancellor for Scientific
Research

UAE University

P.O. Box 17551 Al Ain

United Arab Emirates

Tel.: 971-37672240

Mobile: 971-50-6638500

Fax: 971-3-7675582

E-mail: malshamsi@uaeu.ac.ae

Alisar Rady, M.D.

Physician and Researcher
UNFPA

P.O. Box 90613

Beirut, Lebanon

Tel.: 01- 899043

Fax: 01- 872083

E-mail: alissar_r@hotmail.com

Ms. Hala Naufal

Professor of Population Studies

Institute of Social Sciences, Lebanese University
P.O. Box 13-6617 Chouran

Beirut, Lebanon

Tel.: 961-1-375124

Mobile: 961-3-386928

Fax: 961-1-361391

E-mail: rizh@inco.com.lb

Mr. Toufic Osseiran

Director of the Lebanon Family Planning
Association

P.O. Box 11 8240

Beirut, Lebanon

Tel.: 01- 311978

Mobile: 03- 617480

Fax: 01- 308380

E-mail: tosseiran@Ifpa.or.lb
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Mr. Abdel Basset Mohammad Abdel Moaty

Professor in Ain Shams University

Consultant of the Population Policies and
Migration Directorate/LAS

P.O. Box 22 (A) Taha Hussein Str. Zamalek

Cairo, Egypt

Tel.: 7354306

Mobile: 012 2223289

Fax: 7351422

E-mail: abd_Elbasset@poplas.org

Ms. Iman Farag

Researcher

Centre d’Etudes et de Documentation
Economiques, Juridiques et Sociales

P.O. Box 392 Mohammad Farid

Cairo, Egypt

Tel.: 202-3928711

Fax: 202-3928791

E-mail: Iman.Farag@cedej.org.eg

Heba Farida Ahmed Fathy EI Laithy
Professor of Statistics

Faculty of Economics

Cairo University

Cairo, Egypt

Tel.: 202 5728055

Mobile: 20101767851

Fax: 2025711020

E-mail: hflaithy @tedata.net.eg

Ms. Laila Nawaar

Research Advisor

Cairo Demographic Center (CDC)
P.O. Box 11571 Mokattam

Cairo, Egypt

Tel.: 202 5080745/5080485

Mobile: 20 12 341 1914

Fax: 202 5082797

E-mail: 1-nawar@internetegypt.com




Dr. Najiba Abdullah Abdul Ghani Al Shawafy
Assistant Professor

Faculty of Medicine and Health Sciences

P.O. Box 24

Sana’a, Yemen

Tel.: 967-1274301

Fax: 967-1274301

E-mail: najiba@y.net.ye

D. UNITED NATIONS PROGRAMMES AND COMMISSIONS

United Nations Development Programme

Mr. Adib Nehmeh

Adviser on poverty eradication policies
United Nations House

P.O. Box 11-3216

Beirut, Lebanon

Mobile: 961-3-566998

E-mail: adib.nehmeh@undp.org

Mr. Mazhar Al Harkeh

Senior Capacity Building Coordinator and
Officer-in-Charge

Beirut, Lebanon

Tel.: 961-1-388122

Mobile: 961-3-759694

Fax: 961-1-388122

E-mail: poverty@cyberia.net.lb

United Nations High Commission for Refugees

Ms. Zahra Mirghani

Senior Regional Community Services
Officer-in-Charge

P.O. Box 7332

Beirut, Lebanon

Tel.: 961-1-560699

Fax: 961-1-560717

E-mail: mirghani@unhcr.ch

United Nations Relief and Works Agency for
Palestine Refugees in the Near East

Mr. Sven Berthelsen

Deputy Director of UNRWA Affairs, Lebanon
P.O. Box 11-0947 Bir Hassan

Beirut, Lebanon

Tel.: 961-1 822415/6

Fax: 961-1 440469

Mobile: 961-3 600547

E-mail: r.saadi@unrwa.org

Dr. Jamil Ibrm. Yusef

Chief, Field Health Programme
UNRWA-LFO

P.O. Box 11-0947

Beirut, Lebanon

Tel.: 961-1-840490/5

Mobile: 961-03-740004, 961-7-729919
Fax: 961-1-840466

E-mail: i.yusef@unrwa.org

Mr. Zein Seikaly

Chief, Field Relief & Social Services Programme
P.O. Box 11-0947/1107-2060

Beirut, Lebanon

Tel.: 961-1 840490 ext. 347

Mobile: 961-3 868613

Fax: 961- 1 840466

E-mail: z.sekaly@unrwa.org

E. UNITED NATIONS SPECIALIZED ORGANIZATIONS

International Labour Organization

Mr. Ibrahim Awad

Director

Area Office and North Africa-Multidisciplinary
Advisory Team (NAMAT)

P.O. Box 9 Taha Hussein, Zamalek

Cairo, Egypt

Tel.: 202-3999324

Fax: 202-7360889

E-mail: awad@ilo.org

United Nations Education, Scientific and Cultural
Organization

Mr. Sulieman Awwad Sulieman
Programme Specialist-TVE
P.O. Box 11-5244

Beirut, Lebanon

Tel.: 961-1-850013

Fax: 961-1-824854

E-mail: S.sulieman@unesco.org




United Nations Education, Scientific and Cultural

Organization (continued)

Ms. Nour Dajani Shehabi
Programme Specialist

P.O. Box 11-5244
Beirut-Lebanon

Tel.: 961-1-850013/4/5
Mobile: 00961-3-927851
Fax: 961-1-824854

E-mail: n.dajani@unesco.org

F. GOVERNMENTAL AND INTERNATIONAL ORGANIZATIONS

Arab Towns Organization

Mr. Mohammad Abdul Hamid Sakr
Director General

P.O. Box 68160- Kifan 71962
Kuwait city, Kuwait

Tel.: 965-4816471

Mobile: 965-9617299

Fax: 965-4849322

E-mail: magazine@ato.net

Mr. Mohammad Ghassan Salman

Assistant Director for Information and External
Relations

P.O. Box 68160- Kifan 71962

Kuwait city, Kuwait

Tel.: 965-4816567

Fax: 965-4816548

E-mail: magazine@ato.net

Arab Urban Development Institute

Mr. Ahmed M. Al-Salloum
Director General

P.O. Box 6892

11452, Riyadh, Saudi Arabia
Tel.: 966-1-480-2555

Fax: 966-1-480-2666

Mobile: 00966-50-445-1342
E-mail: alsaloum@araburban.org

Mr. Gamal Mahmoud Hamid
Director, Child Protection Initiative
P.O. Box 6892

11452, Riyadh, Saudi Arabia

Tel.: 966-1-480-2555

Mobile: 966-5064-68414

Fax: 966-1-480-2666

E-mail: ghamid@menacpi.or

Japan International Cooperation Agency

Ms. Tokiko Sato

Project Formulation Monitoring and
Evaluation in the Arab Region

P.O. Box 926355

Amman, Jordan

Tel.: 962-6-5858921

Mobile: 962-79-570304

Fax: 962-6-5858924

E-mail: sato.tokiko@jica.go.jp

International Organization for Migration

Ms. luliana Stefan

Chief of Mission - Middle East Region

P.O. Box 29, Ahmed Heshmat Street, 3" floor
Cairo, Egypt

Tel.: 202 736 0848

Mobile: 00201 2227 1222

Fax: 202 736 3757

E-mail: istefan@iom.int

G. OTHER GOVERNMENTAL AND NON-GOVERNMENTAL ORGANIZATIONS

Vesalius College

Ms. Albena Azmanova

Assistant Professor of International Affairs and
Politics

Brussels, Belgium

29, rue Godefroid Devreese, B-1030 Brussels

Tel.: 32262293946

Mobile: 32496959692

Fax: 3226293637

E-mail: azmanova@skynet.be

Ms. Liz Ercevik Amado

Project Coordinator

Women for Women’s Human Rights (WWHR)
Inni Cad. Saadet Apt. 37/6 Glmdussuyu -Ist 34437
Istanbul, Turkey

Tel.: 90-212 251 00 29

Fax: 90-212 252 00 65

E-mail: newways3@wwhr.org

Population Action International




Ms. Suzan Ehlers

Senior Associate

International Advocacy

1300 19th Street, NW, Second Floor
Washington, DC 20036, USA

Tel.: 1-202-5573447

Fax: 1-202-7284177

E-mail: sehlels@popact.org

Ms. Nada Chaya

Senior Research Associate

1300 19th Street, NW, Second Floor
Washington, DC 20036, USA
Phone: 1-202-557-3400

Fax: 1-202-728-4177

E-mail; nchaya@popact.org

Lebanese Family Planning Association

Ms. Georgette Tannouri
Vice President

P.O. Box 11-8240
Beirut, Lebanon

Tel.: 03-611590

Fax: 08-810020

Ms. Catherine Nemer

Youth Activities Coordinator

P.O. Box 11-8240

Beirut, Lebanon

Tel.: 05-4353337/01-318575

Fax: 05-435337

Mobile: 03-572387

E-mail; nemercatherine@hotmail.com

Social Welfare Institutions

Mr. Sami Nasr
Adviser

Beirut, Lebanon
Tel.: 01-824961
Fax: 01-824961

Ms. Rola Chbaklo

Director, Support and Development Unit

P.O. Box 11-7432

Riad el Solh, 11-072240
Beirut, Lebanon

Tel.: 01-364091

Mobile: 03-352895

Fax: 01-364091

E-mail: alzaher@cyberia.net.lb

Alzheimer’s Association Lebanon

Ms. Diane Mansour

President

Tel.: 961-03-245606

Fax: 961-04-542194

E-mail: d.manssour@alzlebanon.org.

Arab Resource Collective

Ms. Jumanah Zabaneh
Programme Coordinator

P.O. Box 13-5916

Beirut, Lebanon

Tel.: 961-1-742075

Mobile: 961-3-736331

Fax: 961-1-742077

E-mail: jammoun@yahoo.com

International Federation of Medical Students

Dr. Fatma Odaymat

Eastern Mediterranean Region
P.O. Box 11-0236/548

Beirut, Lebanon

Tel.: 01-755770

Mobile: 03-298596

Fax: 01-755773

E-mail: daymatf@yahoo.com

International Centre for Migration Policies
Development

Mr. Abdel Mawla El Solh

Regional Representative for the Middle East
(ICMPD)

P.O. Box 281

Saida, Lebanon

Tel.: +961-7-722717

Mobile: 03-722717

Fax: +961-7-722717

E-mail: amelsolh@hotmail.com

International Planned Parenthood Federation

Dr. Mohamed Kamel

Regional Director, Arab World Region
2, Place Virgile, Notre Dame

P.O. Box 1082

Tunis, Tunisia

Tel.: 216 71 847344

Fax: 216 71 846552

E-mail: mkamel @ippf.inti.tn

International Planned Parenthood Federation

(continued)



Dr. Moncef Ben Ibrahim

President, Arab World Region — IPPF
P.O. Box 400 Sousse

Tunisia

Tel.: 216-71-800643

Fax: 216-71-846552

Alliance for Arab Woman

Ms. Fatma Ali Khafagy

Board Member

P.O. Box 28 Adli St. Appt 74

Cairo, Egypt

Tel.: 202-3939899

Mobile: 20-10123135990

Fax: 202-5746962/3936820

E-mail; fkhafagy@yahoo.com, aaw@]link.com.eq

Association of Former International Civil
Servants in Egypt

Ms. Soheir Kansouh Habib
President

P.O. Box C/O UNDP

Cairo, Egypt

Tel.: 202-7356057

Mobile: 20-122206080

Fax: 202-7354231

E-mail: skansouh@hotmail.com
Al Ahram Organization

Mr. Hani Ibrahim Shukrallah
Editor-in-Chief

Al-Ahram Weekly

Cairo, Egypt

Tel.: 202-5783094

Mobile: 20-127909153

Fax: 202-5786089

E-mail: bshukrallah@ahram.org.eq

Ms. Lina Mahmoud

Al-Ahram Weekly

70 Al Mashir A.lsmail Al-mutamayiz

6 October, Giza

Cairo, Egypt

Tel.: 202-5783094

Fax: 202-5786089

E-mail: linamahmoud2002@yahoo.com

Arab Women Organization

Emily Nafaa

Chairperson, Consultative Committee
P.O. Box 6864 Amman (11118)
Jordan

Tel.: 962-6-4624839

Fax: 962-6-4624939

E-mail: awo@nets.com.jo

H. ORGANIZERS

Economic and Social Commission for Western
Asia

Mr. Alaadin Morsy
Chief, Social Development Division

Ms. Batool Shakoori

Team leader

Population and Development Team
Social Development Division

League of Arab States

Ambassador Nancy Bakir

Under-Secretary General for Social Affairs
League of Arab States General Secretariat
P.O. Box 11642

Cairo, Egypt

Tel.: 202- 575011

Fax: 202-5740331

E-mail: nancy.bakir@Ilas.int

Mr. Khaled Louhichi
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Director

Population Policies and Migration

P.O. Box 22 (A) Taha Hussein Str. Zamalek.
Cairo, Egypt

Tel.: 202-7354306

Fax: 202-7351422

E-mail: louhichik@hotmail.com

Mr. Hussein Hammouda

Director

Health and Environment Department
League of Arab States General Secretariat
P.O. Box 11642

Cairo, Egypt

Tel.: 202-5777920

Mobile: 20-122102887

Fax: 202-5777920

E-mail: hammouda@hotmail.com

League of Arab States (continued)




Mr. Mahmoud Adel Aziz
Director

Arab Media Affairs Department
P.O. Box 11642

Cairo, Egypt

Tel.: 202-575011

Fax: 5740331

Ms. Maha Masri

Responsible for documentation sector

Population Policies and Migration Department

P.O. Box 22 (A) Taha Hussein Str. Zamalek.
Cairo, Egypt

Tel.: 202-7354306

Mobile: 0123141343

Fax: 202-7351422

E-mail: mahahm885@hotmail.com

Ms. Ghada Abdel Moneem

Administrative Coordinator

Population Policies and Migration Department

P.O. Box 22 (A) Taha Hussein Str. Zamalek.
Cairo, Egypt

Te: 202-7354306

Fax: 202-7351422

Mobile: 20-101456846

E-mail: ghadashazly@yahoo.com

United Nations Population Fund

Ms. Thoraya A. Obaid
Executive Director

P.O. Box 220 East, 42™ Str.
New York, NY 10017
United States

Tel.: 1-212-297-5000

Fax: 1-212-2974911

E-mail: obaid@unfpa.org

Mr. Bjorn Andersson

Special Assistant to the Executive Director
P.O. Box 220 East, 42™ Street

New York, NY 10017

United States

Tel.: 1 212-297-5000

Fax: 1-212-2974911

E-mail: andersson@unfpa.org
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Mr. Shu-Yun Xu

Officer in Charge, Department of Arab States and
Europe

P.O. Box 220 East, 42™ Street

New York, NY 10017

United States

Tel.: 1-212-2975000

Fax: 1-212-2974905

E-mail: sxu@unfpa.org

Dr. Hedia Belhadj

Deputy Director

Department of Arab States and Europe
P.O. Box 220 East, 42™ Street

New York, NY 10017

United States

Tel.: 1-212-2975000

Fax: 1-212-2974905

E-mail: belhadj@unfpa.org

Ms. Maysoon Melek

HRGCB Officer

Technical Support Division
P.O. Box 220 East, 42™ Street
New York, NY 10017

United States

Fax: 1-212-2975145

E-mail: melek@unfpa.org

Ms. Linda Demers
ICPD+10 Coordinator
Technical Support Division
Tel.: 1-212-297-5261

Fax: 1-212-297-4930
E-mail: demers@unfpa.or

Mr. Omar Gharzeddine

Information Advisor, Media Services
220 East, 42" Street, #2310

New York, NY 10024

United States

Tel.: 1-212-297-5028

Fax: 1-212-5576416

E-mail: gharzeddine@unfpa.org

Mr. Kwabena Osei-Danquah
Senior External Relations Advisor
P.O. Box 220 East, 42™ Street
New York, NY 10017

United States

Tel.: 1-212-297-5033

Fax: 1-212-5576416

E-mail: danquah@unfpa.org
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Mr. Faysal Abdel-Gadir Mohamed
UNFPA Representative, Egypt

P.O. Box 982

Cairo, Egypt

Tel.: 202-5777557

Mobile: 20-123229647

Fax: 202-5794808

E-mail: faisal a_mohamad@undp.org

Dr. Mona Khalifa

UNFPA Assistant Representative, Egypt
P.O. Box 982

Cairo, Egypt

Tel.: 202-5772253

Mobile: 20-127909680

Fax: 202-5794808

E-mail: mona.khalifa@un.org

Mr. Hafedh Chekir

UNFPA Representative, Palestine
P.O. Box 67149

Tel.: 972-2-5817167

Fax: 972-2-5817382

E-mail; chekir@unfpa.org

Dr. Georges Georgi

UNFPA Representative, Morocco
P.O. Box casier ONU-Rabat Chelloh
Tel.: 212-37-661271

Fax: 212-37-701482

E-mail: georges.georgi@undp.org

Ms. Jacqueline Desbarats
UNFPA Representative, Somalia
Tel.: 245-20-4448433

Fax: 245-20-4448439

E-mail: desbarats@unfpa.rg

Mr. Nimal Hettiaratchy

UNFPA Representative, Sudan

P.O. Box 913 Khartoum

Tel.: 249-83-575492

Fax: 249-83-575494

E-mail: nimal.hettiaratchy@undp.org

Ms. Lina Moussa

UNFPA Representative Designate, Syrian Arab
Republic

Damascus

E-mail: Imousa@unfpa.org
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Mr. Diaa Hammamy

Chief of Operations, Iraq and Officer-in-Charge,
Jordan

P.O. Box 941631 Amman (11194)

Jordan

Tel.: 962-6-5693602

Fax: 962-6-5693603

E-mail: hammamy@unfpa.org

Mr. Abdul Muniem Abu Nuwar

Director

Country Support Team for Arab States and
Europe UNFPA/CST

P.O. Box 830824

Amman (11183) Jordan

Tel.: 962-6-5517040

Mobile: 962-77355820

Fax: 962-6-5516580

E-mail: a.nuwar@cstamman.org.jo

Mr. Abdel Aziz Farah

Population and Development Strategies Advisor

Country Support Team for Arab States and
Europe UNFPA/CST

P.O. Box 830824

Amman (11183) Jordan

Tel.: 962-6-5517040

Mobile: 962-77-355825

Fax: 962-65516580

E-mail: farah@cstamman.org.jo

Ms. Faiza Benhadid

Gender and Socio-Cultural Advisor

Country Support Team for Arab States and
Europe UNFPA/CST

P.O. Box 830824

Amman (11183) Jordan

Tel.: 962-6-5517040

Mobile: 962-77-355830

Fax: 962-6-5516580

E-mail: benhadid@cstamman.org.jo

Mr. Ziad Rifai

Advocacy and Communication Expert

Country Support Team for Arab States and
Europe UNFPA/CST

P.O. Box 830824

Amman (11183) Jordan

Tel.: 962-6-5517040

Mobile: 962-77-770000

Fax: 962-6-5516580

E-mail: rifai@cstamman.org.jo
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Abdallah Abelaziz Zoubi

Data Collection and Analysis Advisor

Country Support Team for Arab States and
Europe UNFPA/CST

P.O. Box 830824

Amman (11183) Jordan

Tel.: 962-1-5517040

Mobile: 962-79-5233883

Fax: 962-6-5516580

E-mail:azoubi@cstamman.org.jo

Ms. Sameera Al-Tuwaijri

Reproductive Health Policy Advisor

Country Support Team for Arab States and
Europe UNFPA/CST

P.O. Box 830824

Amman (11183) Jordan

Tel.: 962-6-5517040

Mobile: 962-79-6525972

Fax: 962-6-5516580

E-mail: altuwaijri@cstamman.org.jo
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Ms. Kefah Al-Hafi

Management Officer

Country Support Team for Arab States and
Europe UNFPA/CST

P.O. Box 830824

Amman (11183) Jordan

Tel.: 962-6-5517040

Mobile: 962-79-5606806

Fax: 962-6-5516580

E-mail: kefah@cstamman.org.jo

Dr. Vinit Sharma

Reproductive Health Management and Training

Advisor

Country Support Team for Arab States and
Europe UNFPA/CST

P.O. Box 830824 Amman (11183) Jordan

Tel.: 962-6-5517040

Mobile: 962-77-356175

Fax: 962-6-65516580

E-mail: vinit@cstamman.org.jo




